A Novel technique of physiological portal inflow augmentation during liver transplantation for Yerdel Grade 4 Portal vein thrombosis.
Portal vein thrombosis (PVT) is a common complication of end stage liver disease. PVT was previously considered a contra-indication for liver transplantation but with advances in surgical technique, even Grades 3 and 4 Yerdel PVT (complete portal and portomesenteric thrombosis respectively) are being considered for liver transplantation. We present a case of grade 4 PVT managed by portal vein thrombectomy with augmentation of portal flow to the liver graft using a jump graft between Inferior Mesenteric vein (IMV) and portal vein. This case report highlights the importance of pre-operative imaging, the need for complete portal decompression and strategies for dealing with sub-optimal portal inflow.